Materials and Financial Needs
of This Ministry!

he number one priority of this ministry is to produce and distribute more

Bibles, New Testaments and Bible portions this year than we did last year.
To accomplish this we go around all the time with our hand out asking God’s
people for financial support and for Bible and paper sponsors. We put all of our
emphasis on raising funds to purchase paper and materials to produce these
Scriptures and seldom say much about other needs. Two reasons why;, first we
want to keep, “producing and distributing God’s Word the priority” and number
two, if we listed all of our other equipment and financial needs, contributions
to them might take funds away from our “priority”! We just trust God to meet
these other needs!
H owever, it has been suggested that we share a few of our other needs with

you so that you, our BLMF friends and supporters can more intelligently
pray for these needs and help financially when possible. Should the Lord lay
it on anyone’s heart to contribute to any of these other needs or projects this
would be appreciated, secondarily to our need for paper and printing materials.
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i X To reach a production goal of 2 million Bibles & Scriptures this year we need

to raise $2 million dollars to purchase 20 trailer loads of paper, the necessary
materials and freight. To substain this level of production every year we need to
add an additional 200 “Scripture Partners” this year!

1 X We have a immediate need of an additional $40,000 this month to cover the

cost of $100,000 vinyl covers for 4 Bible projects.

T X In order to be able to add 2 additional workers in the shop, one full time

and one part time, we need to increase our undesignated love offerings by an
additional $50,000 per year!
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i X We have several electrical projects on hold that we were not able to finish

”'

when we moved into the “Bible Barn

XWVire light circuits to relays making it possible to turn interior lights on
from 4 entrances.

X We need to add external lighting over our dock on the north and south
ends of shop building to illuminate them for work and security and repair
or replace 3 other outside security lights.

X Permanent electrical supply to lights displaying our flags at night.
XProvide lighting for highway entrance for safety and security.

X Install water, electric and sewer hookups for RV’s for missionaries and
Scripture Conference attendees. $5,000 to $6,000 for material.

T X We need to prepare and pour concrete pads at two outside entrances to

enable us to be able to transfer materials to outside storage. $4,000 to $5,000
for materials.

T X Build up and add 10 to 12 more feet of landfill rock to make it easier for

tractor and trailer trucks to get into our dock, $2,500 to $3,000 for materials.

O X Repair of our gutters adding additional downspouts. Estimated cost of $7,000.
fi X We need to purchase a used scissor lift in order to be able replace ceiling

lights, $7,000 to $8,000.

0 X We have a goal to be totally debt free by our 30anniversary in 2018,
currently at $190,000

6 X We need to upgrade a digital printer at a cost of $45,000.

8. Our 26 ft. box truck needs repairs at an estimated cost of $3,200 to maintain
our DOT Certification, to continue delivery to area churches that help collate.

In Memory or In Honor

What's One Old
Tattered Bible
Worth?

Alex Davidson, an affluent cotton
farmer and a leading deacon at the
White Mound Baptist Church in
Coryell County, MS purchased a box
of old books at a farm sale for just
a few cents and after arriving back
home was looking through the box.
Among the old, worn out books
Alex found one that was printed in a
foreign language and he didn’t know
what it was, the title read La Biblia
en Espanol and scrawled in pencil
below the title he found these words:
“Propiedad de Carlos Montoya”. No
one knew or remembered Carlos
Montoya, but upon asking his pastor
about the book Alex was told that it
was a Spanish Bible. Even though the
old Bible was in pretty rough shape
and had a lot of verses underlined in
it he didn’t want to throw it away so
when the preacher suggested that he
give it to a Mexican tenant farmer who
lived on his property Alex thought
that would be a splendid idea, which
he did. Juan and Maria Sandoval were
the family who received the Bible and
were extremely proud to receive it
from Alex and thanked him over and
over for his generous gift of the old
Bible. Juan and Maria had six children
who all lived together in the old run
down two bedroom house that they
rented from Alex. Juan and Maria
could barely speak a few words of
broken English and Alex didn’t know
any Spanish at all so the conversation
was very short.

But, to Alex’s total surprise and
shock, just a few weeks later, on a
Sunday morning, just minutes before
time for the little White Mound

Baptist Church to start, up walks Juan
and Maria and their six children. Not
dressed quite as nice as everyone else
but clean and polished, and as best
as the pastor, Brother Criswell could
find out between their broken English
and his limited Spanish all eight of
them, Juan, Maria and all six of the
children had trusted Christ from
reading that old worn out Spanish
Bible and wanted to become a part of
their church. After a few minutes of
awkwardness, once everyone in the
little church understood what was
going on, the services began and at
the invitation, Juan, Maria and the
six children were welcomed into the
little church family. Tragically, just a
few months later Juan and Maria’s
little run down farm house burned
to the ground losing everything that
they owned in the fire. Juan was
able to get all of his family out safely
and on one last trip into the burning
house, Juan was able to rescue the
old tattered Bible that had become
their most cherished procession.

As Juan, Maria and their children,
came to trust Christ as a result of
the gift of an old worn out Bible,
thousands of others have too as a
result of someone giving them a
Bible, New Testament, Bible portion
or a gospel tract.

Just think! When Gutenberg
invented the printing press most
people at that time could not read it
if they had a Bible. When we started
printing the Word of God in 1968,
half the world’s population were still
illiterate, but today, most people under
forty years of age can read and write.
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By: Shannon Lemmon

tatistically, the number one thing people are searching for in life is hope.

This is an obvious need in the world in which we live. While we face
incredible wickedness and difficulty in our own country, can you imagine the
circumstances that people in third world countries face on a regular basis?

raise our Lord! We are so

blessed even in sadness. Just
this year we have lost two of our
faithful supporters. Kevin C. Youse,
a retired pastor who had retired
because of his health and moved
to Normandy, TN and opened a
Retreat which offered guidance, rest,
relaxation and support to pastors,
evangelists and missionaries. The
other, John P. Whitson, retired
Command Sergeant Major in the
Army and precious friend, Christian,
and member of our Church. Both
loved this ministry and the families
asked that donations be made to
BLMF in lieu of flowers. What a
blessing! Our home church, Victory
Baptistin Shelbyville, hasamemorial
service for those that have gone on
and they put an offering plate at the
front after the service for sending
Bibles in the name of the loved one.
They take a free will offering and
it doesn’t come from the Church
treasury. Since they began they
have given over the cost of a trailer
load of paper. Praise, Praise, Praise!

ther Churches or individuals will

send in an offering for Bibles
in Memory of someone and some
individuals will send Bibles in Honor
of their pastor or perhaps someone’s
birthday or Anniversary. What better
way could you honor someone than
to send Bibles to a man, woman or
child who has never had a Bible of
their own? We here in America have
several that are never opened. We
have Mother’s Bible, Dad’s Bible,
Grandpa’s Bible, our first Bible, our
old Bible, family Bible, Study Bible
and one we carry to Church and
every family member has their own
Bible. We have a hard time realizing
that in some foreign countries there
may be one Bible in a Church. The
Pastor may have a Bible or he may
have just a few pages where one
Bible has been taken apart and
several pastors are sharing one Bible.
By the Grace of God we were born in
America, but what if it was us living
in a darken world without the Word
of God, waiting on someone else
to send us a Bible? Would it come?
Would anyone care that we did not
have God’s Word?

Violence surrounds their homes and villages. Many watch their children die of
starvation and disease. It would seem that there is no reason to have joy or a
reason to live. Yet, when the precious Word of God is given to these people in
need, they rejoice with tears and laughter.

Years ago, when Haiti was struck by massive earthquakes, BLMF sent
containers of Scriptures into the disaster-stricken areas. While an American
journalist was in one of these areas, he was interviewing a dear Haitian
woman standing in front of her collapsed hut, which was once her home.
She had lost everyone in her family and was the only survivor. Her children
were gone. Her husband was also dead. As the journalist interviewed her,
she remained peaceful and questionably at ease about the whole situation.
The journalist finally asked, “How is it after such devastation and loss you can
remain with hope?” The lady then displayed the book to which she had been
clinging during the conversation and responded, “This Book tells me that |
will see my family again one day because we are all Christians.” The Word of
God had reached her from her local pastor or missionary and given her hope
because her family knew the Lord.

hen you give the greatest gift — the gift of God’s Word — you give so

much. Can you imagine the African lady reading the Bible to all the
children in her village, telling them of David in the den of lions? Can’t you
picture the father in India running home to share the Scriptures with his
family who has been searching for the Truth of this life and eternity? The
little boys and girls in Brazil are so excited to read the Word of God, and their
grandparents are forever grateful to finally get a Portuguese Bible that they
can read and understand.
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When God needed a boat captain
He had the perfect man with ship
building experience in Noah. When
God needed a business manager to
provide for His people in Egypt he
raised up Joseph, sent him to Pit
University and promoted him up
through the government prisons
work release program. When God
was ready to deliver His people
from Egypt He sent Moses out to
the backside of the desert to practice
being a Shepard for 40 years before
calling him at the burning bush. God
always prepares the men He calls and
that was certainly the case when God
was looking for a man to lead His
Church into a Bible printing ministry.
God prepared his heart by showing
him the need in Italy and France, gave
him a love for the Word and a call to
the ministry, trained him at the feet of
a true visionary, made him a pastor
for 20 years so he could relate to
pastors, gave him the determination
of a bulldog, the faith of an Abraham,
the hide of a rhinoceros and then gave
him a charge to print the Word. That
man’s name was Dr. Bob Lemmon, Sr.,
and the time was September of 1968!

In Gods perfect timing; shortly
after Brother Don Fraser had
started “Bearing Precious Seed” a
Bible distribution ministry out of
the Rolling Hills Baptist Church
of Fort Worth, TX; Brother Bob
Lemmon had become the pastor of
the Hemphill Baptist Temple of Fort
Worth. His 24 year old son Bobby was
his assistant pastor, youth and music
director and an experienced printer. It
was at that time the Hemphill Baptist
Temple started printing promotional
materials for Brother Fraser which
quickly advanced to Bible portions.
Dad had maintained from the
beginning that it was the churchs
responsibility to print Gods Word
and it was as though God said, “OK
Bob, what are you going to do about
it?” Dad answered that charge and
when we started printing God’s Word
something monumental took place. I
believe that it was a big deal with God,
something that God had planned and
purposed and it happened at the exact
moment He willed it to happen. That’s
how confident and how positive that
I am about God’s calling upon this
ministry.

I'm not sure how long God
had been putting the pieces of the
puzzle together but finally, “in the
fullness of His time” the first Bible
printing ministry was born. When
the Lord birthed this ministry the
Lord confirmed it to me in such an
emphatic way that I knew God had
brought us to that point, a culmination
of all of those years that I had been
operating the churches small offset
printing press. I've never doubted it,
then, now or never. We knew that we
were exactly where God wanted us to
be, doing exactly what He wanted and
wants us to be doing. If anything, if it
were possible, 'm more convinced of
it now than ever!

Now, moving the Bible printing
operation to Shelbyville, TN in
1972 after Dad came off of the road

raising support
and money
to purchase
equipment,
wasn't something
I was completely
sure about, but in
a matter of a few
weeks God had
given me peace
about that as well.
Dad had figured
that one day hed
move back to his little hometown and
organize a new Independent Baptist
church from the ground up as he had
done in Memphis in 1951. It was his
desire to be able to pastor here and
operate Bible & Literature out of the
church he pastored. It’s interesting
how things just seem to work out
when God is in it! In Shelbyville, Dad
found a perfect location for a church, a
big, two-story, old farm house on nine
acres that had already been converted
into a church by a Methodist church
which was now up for sale. The only
problem was, he didnt have any
money but the Methodist church
folks were motivated to sell so they
co-signed their own note promising
the bank they would take the property
back if the new “Cannon Blvd. Baptist
Church” were to default. The building
and property that we had bought in
Fort Worth directly across the street
from the church on Hemphill Street
sold quickly but we didn’t have any
equity in it so that didn’t help the
property purchase in Shelbyville.

I do not know to this day how Dad
did it but somehow, as soon as he
closed on the property in Shelbyville,
without any money, he was able to
immediately start building a masonry
block building to accommodate the
struggling new Bible printing ministry.
So in August of 1972 the simple, plain
2 story, 40ft x 60ft block building was
enclosed and we were able to move
what few pieces of equipment that we
had to Shelbyville, TN.

When Dad first expressed his desire
to organize a new Independent Baptist
church in Shelbyville I wasn't too keen
on the idea as there were already three
small Independent Baptist churches
in Shelbyville, two in the city and a
third one about five miles north on
the main hwy coming into town.
When we discussed the matter Dad
would respond that Shelbyville was
big enough for a forth Independent
Baptist church and stated that he had
no intentions of proselyting any other
church’s members. His intentions
were to go out and find the lost and
unchurched and to win them and
bring them in. Dad had a pastor’s
heart and if given the choice I believe
he would have much rather pastored
again than lead the lonesome life of
traveling coupled with the difficulties
of raising money for a ministry. Dad
gave the new church his usual 150%
effort and would have made a go of it
except, in time he came to realize and
accept the fact that God had changed
his calling to him from the pastorate
to that of producing and distributing
His precious Word.

In a years time the new Cannon
Blvd. Baptist Church was running
between thirty and forty in attendance
and on a special day had 75 people
in attendance. I dont think God
ever had a purpose in Dad starting a
new church here in Shelbyville but it
took Dad a few months to figure that
out. The Lord had His own plan and
purpose and He wasn't going to let us
drift very far from it.

(To be continued next issue - how

God resolved the church situation.)
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M ay we sacrifice to give hope to the world. While we are always asking
the Lord to increase our production, we have set a goal at BLMF

to gain 200 new supporting churches by our 50" anniversary in 2018.
Because we travel as a family to present this great ministry, our personal
goal as a family is to be responsible for 50 of those new supporting
churches this year. Will you help us? If you lived the life of someone on
the foreign mission field, what would you pay for a little hope? What
price would be too much to be able to help your family and secure their
eternities in Heaven? No price would be too high. Yet, we can change their
lives, their homes, and their communities for such a small price. Your

$65 monthly support would allow us to purchase a 1,000 Ib. roll of paper
annually to print 500 Bibles that will be sent to these souls praying for
hope. Please consider touching the whole world with the same Truth we
were blessed to receive.

"LORD, I'M" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

We’ve all had our prayer failures in the past due to the “asking amiss
problem” but the most incomprehensible and inexcusable failure of all is the
“I just didn’t care about it enough to pray” failure! Reading and studying our
Bible is God speaking to us, and the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
or woman is when we are speaking to our Heavenly Father. When you talk to
Him today would you please put a good word in for this ministry thanking him
for his blessings and provisions of the past while asking him for his protection,
leadership and provisions for this year? Our emphasis for this ministry this year
is on prayer! In | Sam. 12:23 Samuel said “...God forbid that | should sin against
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you...” Please join us this year in claiming | John
5:14 & 15, “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hears us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desire of
him.”

We know that he hears us when we pray and we know that what we are asking
is according to His will. Please join us in prayer this year asking God to open the
windows of heaven upon this ministry enabling us to meet and supply all of
the requests that we currently have and will receive for Bibles and Scriptures,
asking Him for a real Jeremiah 33:3 experience in 2017!

- PASTORS, MISSIONARIES &
" CHRISTIAN AUTHORS!

BLMF offers Beautiful
Customized and Personalized

Printing.

Please give us an opportunity to quote
your next printing project!

What a special service we had on
February 4th at our church as I was
ordained as a preacher of the Gospel.
The ordination board was made up of
many pastors whom [ respect and love.
I have been preaching for ten years
now, and was humbled to be ordained
by such great men of God. “And I thank
Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled
me, for that he counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry;” (1 Tim.
1:12). My motto is, “Have Bible - Will
Travel,” and I am genuinely thankful
for each opportunity the Lord provides
to preach His Holy Word!

Shannon Lemmon ||
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